We all go to work every day to do what it takes to pay the bills and provide a comfortable life for our families. Some few of us are fortunate enough to have a job where we are able to contribute to the general welfare or one where we are truly happy in our work.  I am one of those lucky few and Callie is the patient who has helped me and a small group of special and dedicated people, contribute back to the general welfare of our community.

Last summer, a small, malnourished and obviously ill female Pit Bull was picked up on the streets of Woonsocket.  Under normal conditions, she would have been euthanized because of her breed. Fortunately, the animal control officers at this shelter recognized that Callie had a special personality, and knew of a woman who would be able to help the little girl out.  They contacted Sue Parker at Dynamic Dog Training.  

Sue is the founder and chief of an organization dedicated to helping this much maligned breed.  She acts as their advocate in the public media by promoting positive stories about the breed, and promoting public awareness of the unfair aspects of breed prejudiced legislation. She and her husband also foster Pits that are considered “unadoptable” by the local shelters, and amazingly, find them good homes.  

Her program, Out of the Pits and into the Ritz, involves going to shelters throughout RI and providing obedience training for Pit Bulls and Pit mixes that have been abandoned, in an attempt to improve their chances of adoption.  Sue also provides training after adoption, at a reduced rate, to ensure that these dogs, which truly deserve a second chance, have every opportunity to become successful pets. 

Sue heard about Callie’s plight, and immediately got involved.  Recognizing that Callie had the potential to be a great pet, but was in desperate need of medical care, she brought Callie to our clinic.  As sick and malnourished as she was, she greeted everyone here with a tail that wagged so fast it made her whole hind end swing. 

That happy greeting did little to hide the reality of a very sad, very sick dog.  Within an hour, we knew that Callie was infested with intestinal parasites that were literally draining her of what little nutrition she had been able to find on the streets, and suffering from heart and lung disease caused by a heartworm infection.  While both infections were treatable, her advanced signs and poor condition made the treatment as likely to kill her as the disease.  

Still, there was no way to deny that special little face, or the determination of a dog that could be that happy, and that sick at the same time.  The staff and I without hesitation decided that this dog deserved every chance that we and Sue could give her. It took almost a month to rid her of the intestinal parasites and get a little meat on her bones. During that time, she developed complications from her heartworm infection, and we almost lost her to pneumonia.  After she recovered, we began the treatment for her heartworm infection, crossed our fingers, held our breath and said a prayer hoping she would survive the first critical month after the treatment.  

Much to everyone’s delight, Callie came through with only an occasional dry cough to remind us all of how sick she was. To look at her now, you would not know how hard a road and how much of a struggle it has been on her and on Sue.  She comes to visit us now, happily plump, full of juice, with a tail that never stops, and a shine in her eyes that was not previously present. 

If there is anyone out there questioning why we would put such an effort into a breed as dangerous and unpredictable as a Pit Bull, you only have to know that in return for the loving care her human caretakers have provided, Callie now is a pet therapy dog at local senior centers, rehabilitation centers and elementary schools, and was recently honored to be the first dog allowed to do pet therapy in the children's ward at Kent hospital. She travels with Sue to provide love and comfort to people who look forward to her warm nuzzles, happy tail wags, and a special little head tilt she does when people tell her she’s being a good girl.  As crazy as she is when she comes to visit us, she is gentle and quiet with the patients, as if she knows exactly how to act, and how to make those people feel better.  

In my line of work, I often have the privilege to be able to make my patients and their caretakers feel better.  I occasionally get to help out the community through the work we do with local shelters and rescue organizations. By helping Sue’s organization help Callie, we have all reached out to help people in need of a little canine companionship.  Now Callie gives back to the community in a way that most people never get the chance to, or even have the desire to.   The very community that now would have her euthanized simply  because her breed’s name contains the word Pit.  

