FELINE FIBROSARCOMAS

General Information


Feline sarcomas are cancerous growths found in the connective tissues of your cat’s body.  They are classified as cancers that are highly invasive, but slowly metastatic.  This means that while these tumors grow fast and invade the skin and muscle surrounding them, they do not tend to spread to other places in the body.  Therefore, caught early enough, they are treatable with surgery, and sometimes radiation therapy.  Unfortunately, because they are so invasive, it can be impossible to surgically remove all the cancerous tissue.


How sarcomas start in cats is very debatable.  It is currently believed that cats that develop sarcoma tumors have a gene that makes them more susceptible to this form of cancer.  This gene remains “off” through most of their lives, and causes no problems.  It is felt that the gene is turned “on” by inflammation or infections in the skin and tissues underneath.  Therefore anything that causes a wound, infection, or inflammation, may turn on that gene in that local area, and trigger normal muscle and tendon to become abnormal sarcoma tumors.


One of the more common reasons for cats to develop inflammation under the skin is from vaccine reactions.  Vaccine reactions are abscess caused not by bacteria, but by irritation.  Vaccine reactions normally occur about 7 – 10 days after a vaccine is given, and feel like small, firm lumps under the skin.  They are usually non-painful, and last about a week or two.  In the vast majority of cases, vaccine reactions resolve without any adverse effect. However, in cats that may be carriers for this sarcoma gene, the inflammation caused by the vaccine reaction, can turn on the gene, and trigger the sarcoma to grow.   

What should I do if I find a Lump on my Cat?


First of all, don’t be overly distraught.  Feline sarcomas are extremely uncommon, while normal vaccine reactions are extremely common.  If you notice a new lump on your cat, anywhere on his/her body, please call us.  If it sounds suspicious, we are more than willing to set up a physical exam with the doctor to check it out.  If you notice a firm, small (thumb-nailed sized) lump on your cat shortly after he or she has received an injection, and in the general area that that injection or vaccine was given, call us and let a doctor know it’s there.  If it has not resolved in two weeks, or it continues to get bigger, have it checked out immediately.  It is NEVER wrong to work up a lump.  It may end up being an abscess.  It may end up being a cyst.  It may also end up being a sarcoma, and the earlier we get it taken care of, the better the prognosis for your cat.

